
MEWP REGULATIONS

Under the Safety, Health & Welfare at Work Act 2005 employers have a clear obligation to provide ‘information, instruction, training and supervision’ to be provided ‘in a manner, form and language that they reasonably expected to understand’. The requirement is for the operator to be competent in the safe use of MEWP equipment – a stipulation not dependant on the possible height of a machine - and an overall obligation to be able to use the equipment in a safe and controlled manner. 

Under section 19 of the act they are required by law to conduct a risk assessment – this should be carried out by a competent person (someone who has the appropriate training, skills, knowledge and experience) who can identify the hazards in the use of the equipment and bring in to place control measures to reduce or eliminate the risk. There would be reason to seriously question the validity of the risk assessment if it states that training is not required for the use of MEWP’s. 

In assigning work to employees an employer must ensure that the person is competent to carry out the task without risk to themselves or other persons, part of the process of gaining competency is to provide training to a recognised standard. 

Furthermore, the Work at Height Regulations 2006 states that you must have ’safe systems of work for organising and performing work at height’
In regulation 5 of the WAHR concerning Instruction, Training and Supervision it is stated that;

“You must ensure that everyone involved in the work has received adequate training and instruction so as to prevent them being injured in a fall. Where the precautions do not entirely eliminate the risk of a fall occurring, you must (as far as it is reasonably practicable to do so) train and instruct those who will be working at height”.

The extent of training required should be based on a thorough risk assessment of the machines, the operatives, the task and the working environment. Examples of what the training and instruction should cover include how to: 

· avoid falling

· use equipment safely

· carry out any necessary checks

· avoid or minimise injury to themselves should they fall

· rescue others or assist in their rescue, where necessary

· what to do if they find defective or inadequate equipment
This course covers all the above criteria and is based on best practice and manufacturers’ recommendations, with guidance from H.S.A. and IPAF, the International Powered Access Federation.
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